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took strong exception to a change that he (the Kaiser) had made on his own responsibility in the treaty as originally drafted. He had added the words " in Europe " to the clause defining the action which Russia was to take in support of Germany, if she were attacked by another Power. This, Prince Btilow objected, took all the sting out of the treaty, for what he specially had in mind when he drafted the treaty was Russian action against Great Britain in India. This would have been a " strong bullet" which would have stopped Great Britain, but with Russian action confined to Europe, the treaty was a weak one which would provoke without intimidating, Great Britain. There followed a crisis in which the Chancellor held stubbornly to his point, and the Kaiser threatened to abdicate, and even, according to Billow's account, to commit suicide, if he did not have his way. " The morning after the receipt of your resignation would fail to find the Kaiser alive. Think of my poor wife and children." Such, if we are to believe Bulow, was the appeal which the distracted Emperor made to his Chancellor.
The Tsar too had trouble when he got back to St. Petersburg, His Foreign Minister, Lamsdorf, pointed out that the treaty was in direct conflict with not only the spirit but any honourable interpretation of the letter of the Franco-Russian Treaty of Alliance. It was, therefore, a flagrant breach of faith, the probable consequence of which would be that France would decline to submit and Germany, being guaranteed agaihst Russian opposition, would crush her and become unchallenged mistress of Europe, including Russia. The Tsar, who was a man of weak and vacillating character, was easily persuaded that he had made a mistake, and the crisis in Berlin was averted by his repentance. Thus between the German Chancellor and the Russian Foreign Secretary, the second part of the German scheme broke down, and the Franco-Russian Alliance remained intact for what it was worth.
Thanks to President Roosevelt, who played a useful and important part in negotiating the peace between Russia and Japan, the former was spared the mortification of yielding Russian territory or paying an indemnity, as the Japanese desired, but her power of intervening in Eu«ope was


